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Searching for a Designated Conference Minister 


Exciting nawsl The Southeast Conference 
is looking for a Designated Conference 
Minister-a Conference minister 
“designated fora time and a purpose. 
This person, called by God and the 
Conference, will serve as the spintual and 


acrinistate leader of te Southeast TRANSFORMING 
Confer, Peping us to evo he CHURGHES, 
‘ue that Goa rtends for sin the TRANSFORMING 


Conference and nthe Rogan and ng 
with us into that future. Qur ideal LIVES 


card von, a commie, 
aiding totic aden Southeast Conference 
acimisvator UNITED CHURCH of CHRIST 
Dring te net few years, the Southeast 

Conerece along with other conferences 
inthe Region wal explore transering the 
way the asks now delegated to the Corerences ae sutured & stated, wth he utimate goa 
of sustain hing local and rejoal mists. lhe end et he tr, ho poston ot 
Conierence Mister for he Southast Conference may no nger exit or may be racialy 
changed. The Conference Mristr we cal rhe ax te years wth a possible extonsion oS 


arch 
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‘Searching for a Designated Conference Minister | Souths 


Years) wl need to be open toa future that is uncharted. 


htpiwww.secucs orginew-conference-minister-search! 


Click here to find more inforation on our search process, peruse our Conference Pratl, and 
Isten to @ poem performed by one af aur members, Search your heart and see if God might be 


caling you to the Southeast Conference! 


In Christ's peace, 
The Sautheast Conference Search Committees 
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Hymn Singing..During Committee Meeting? 


I've had the privilege of serving 
as a delegate on the committee 
tasked with considering 


General Synod Resolution #11 
*Restructuring Conference 
Boundaries.” The tite isa bit 
misleading, as the resolution's 
purpose is really to encour 
Conferences to have vigorous 


conversation about how to 
revitalize Conferences to better 
full their missions and 


ministries as part of Christ's 
body n the UCC. Avenues for 
revitalization include sharing resources among Conferences, ‘aut of the box” thinking about 
partnerships with other Conferences and their covenant partners (and even ether denominations), 
‘and potentially reconfiguring Conference boundaries, all drawing on the resources and faciitative 
abilty of the National Setting, Per the Constitution of the UGC, any reconfiguration of Ganference 
‘boundaries would have to begin atthe Conference level and later be approved by a future 

General Synod. 
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''m proud to say that the Southeast Conference is ahead ofthe curve on these conversations-on 
creaming and Visioning how we might more creatively and effectively steward our resources ta 
beettar serve our lacal churches in their mission to transform lives and communities. | was able to 
share with the committee thatthe SEC isin the process of caling a Conference Minister who will 
bbe Designated special to help us have that conversation and envision our future outside the 
bbox. | was also able to share that as part ofthe Southern Region, the SEC just received a 
$10,000 grant to develop a regional website that wal sarve as the landing page for each of our 
Conferences and act as an evangelism toal far anyana in the South who-Ike manyi-are nat 
familar with the weleame & witnass of the UCG but ar interested in gatting to know us. 


(Our committee worked to ensure that our resolution conveyed the urgency of rethinking how wa 
ccan best suppor the church's mission while grounding any changes in local churches, 
‘Associations, and Conferences, We also created a machanism for rasourcing fram and 
accountabiity to and withthe National setting. | was “volun-told” to help refine the language of 
the resolution and thoroughly enjoyed the adrenaine rush of rewriting a complex document in 
tandem with two other delegates in under 15 minutas! It was a pleasure to colaborate with a 
verse group of people who worked passionately and in (telative) concert to bring forth this vital 
statement. We even shared in a rousing, harmonizing enction of "I've Got Peace Like a ver" 
while we waited for revised copies of the resolution to be printed. Not & common experiance for 
committee work! 


Another highlight of my time here at Synod: attending the legal) wedding of former Southeast 
Conference members David Sigrnund and Jlay Greaves officiated by SEC pastor Susannah Davis 
‘and GLBTO rights activist and UOC minister Mel White, Jay & Dave's nuptials ware powerfully 
\witnessed by several hundred Synod attendees as well as news media and family & friends. Fev, 
‘Susannah rerninded us that i's “just love." while Rev. Mel encouraged Dave & Jay to look to 
Christ and each other to strengthen their love of, and witness to, the communities and 
especially to thase who feet na love. 


{And of course, moming runs on the Calfamia beach and evening fellowship with SEC members 
‘and fiands tap off this quirky, sometimes fractious but always joyous family raunion, ‘Thank you 
for sanding me as one of your delagates! 
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‘About Leah Lyman Waldron 


Leah Lyman Waldfon isthe co-pasto af Praxis UCC, a funky, progressive ri church 
startin Allanta, GA and she curently saves asa chaplain asident at CNidran's 
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‘Healthcare of Atlanta. Ss has been happily raped ino helping to tach the SEC's ons 
UOC History & Paty clas: sering onthe Cenferance search commit for naw Designated 
Conference Minister; saving as an SEC delegate to General Synod 29; ard werkng ad intarim on Search 
{Cal forthe Corterence. She lovas cooking vegan food and watching Dr Wha wih her usband & 
co-pastor Cis 
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Another UCC First... new environmental resolution from 
Synod 

Passed by Genera 
Syned 29 delegates 
‘on Monday Jy 13 
2013 atthe Long 
Beach Convention 
Center was 8 


resolution that calls 
for the UCC to 
divest of any Fossil 
Fuel companies in 


its investment 


“fist of it's kind” by 
‘any national faith 
community 


This resolution calls 
for divestment by June 2018, which directly affects the strategies of our UCC United Church 
{funds and the Pension Board, Both entities supported the resolution. 
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resolution fom htp:iwaw secuce orglanother-ce-first-new-anvironmenta, 


‘There was, however, some opposition on the debate floor to the resolution, primarily from the 
delegations ftom Montana, Wyorning and Kentucky. These states economies are tied to the 
fossil fuel companies. 


The resolution, originally brought to General Synod by the Massachusetts Conference, was 
passed by 72.5% of the delegates, According to Ra, Jim Antal, the major proponent, “this 
resolution wal become a madel for al faith communities who care abaut God's creation and 
recognize the urgent scientific mandate to keep at least 80% of the known oll, aas and coal 
‘eserves in the around... This Vote expresses our commitment to the future. By this vote, we 
‘are ampiying our conviction with our money. 


[Next step is, by General Synod 2018 in Cleveland, for United Church Funds and shareholders to 
research fossil fuel-tee investment vehicles and to identity ‘best in class" fossil fuel companies, 


Additionaly, delegates also 
passed a resolution on making 
UCC church building more 
ccarbor-neutral and to call on 
UCC conarecations to 
‘conduct energy audits on their 
facies as the frst step toward 
carbon neutrality 
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Resolution responds to violence in Honduras 


resolution caling for a 
response to “drug related gang 
Violence in Honduras” was 

submitted to this Ger 
‘Synod by the Maine 
cconfarance. The Maine 


Conference has worked in 
partnership for over 2 decade 
with our Honduran brothers 
and sisters in support of peace 
and justice. 


‘The background forthe resolution states, “In 1998, Huricane Mitch devastated the country af 
Honduras, putting an already struggling nation into turmoil. Widespread poverty and hunger puts 
Honduras as the second poorest country in Central America.” The politcal stuation has now 
bbeen compounded by a new challenge... ‘the threat of gang violence connected directly to the 
trafficking o legal drugs that ae eventually sold here in the United States 


The resolution calls on pastors and congregations to stand in solidarity with our Honduran 


brothers and sisters. .1o bea voice for them as they seek peace and justice. This resolution calls 
the United Church of Christ to dispel the false impression that the use of drugs isa “victimless. 


tots Trea)13 9:32 AM 
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crime.” We seek to clay thatthe sale and consumption of ilegal drugs herein the United States 
‘and Honduras has drect, tragic and often deadly consequences. 


‘The resolution passed. The Twenty-ninth General Synod of the United Church encourages the 
Cchurches of the UnitedChurch of Christ to call on out governmental leaders to reassess and 
recreate our U. S. Foreign policy to addres the situation of human rights violations, legal drug 
trafficking and violence that impact the qualty off forall those invalved. 
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General Synod recognizes the need for care of veterans 


[At Ganeral Synad 29 in Long 
Beach, Calf, | served on 
committe ta bring the 
resolution "Te Recognize the 
Need for Compassionate Care 
‘and Healing to Our Veterans” to 
the floor for debate, 


This proposed resolution drow 
quite a crowd during the 
Educational Intensive on Friday, 
June 28th. Many of the 
‘members of this committee were veterans, ike mysefl. Te Rev. Stephen Boyd of the Chaplain's 
fice at the national level spoke at length about what the resolution would actually do, and that it 
had mainly in response to the huge loss of veterans from church Ife after they returned home 
from overseas tours in raq and Afghanistan. He emphasized that, of the veterans who were 
regular churchgoers before thay went out on combat tours, 85 percent did not return to church 
When they arrived home. From his interviews with returning vetarans he relayed haw they fet they 
‘could not reconcile what they had had to doin the feld with their Christian teachings and belies. 
Not only i thay fall away from the church in response to this, but the rate of suicide was 
hacking, Veterans had reported that no ane who could really understand them except ather 
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‘combat veterans, and that the Veterans Administration medical facities would treat them for a 
while with therapy and medications, but before too long the VA. tured them loose and wished 
them good luck, prior to stable recovery. 


‘These reports were shocking, to say the east. Many of the veterans in the room spoke up about 
the proposed resolution, feeing that whe it was certainly a worthwhile endeavor, it had no 
“meat” to it. Some, feeling thatthe resolution was mainly intended to aid Iraq and Afghanistan 
veterans, spoke fealingly about veterans of all conflicts, stretching back to World War I. Others 
‘spoke of how they had personaly witnessed that the influx of veterans needing care was starting 
to overwhelm VA madical facies. Veterans of conflcts further back were pushed further down, 
‘some felt, and they wanted to make sure the church as a whole was aware. 


‘Something else that came to ight was that not each veteran is given the same level of benefits 
‘and care after their active-duty military time is concluded. Even some of the UCC chaplains 
working in VA faclties were unaware of this. | was one ofthe ones wha informed them about 
there being 8 cifrent levels of care for veterans. They learned that what the public thinks ~ “a 
veteran is a veteran is a veteran’ ~ is not accurate. Not all re treated the same. Some are treated 
better than others. Those with non-combat conditions are rated much lower than those who 
suffered wounds and other aftereffects from combat. 


‘Acmed with these thoughts and information, the delagates came to the committee meeting on 
‘Sunday, June 30th, much better informed, and able to strengthen, streamline and make concrete 
‘suggestions forthe resolution. The changes that were agreed unon were then brought to the 
{foot of General Synod on Monday, July 1st. Two ofthe strongest changes came with the 
Insertion of one entirely new paragraph which gave direction to the Office of Local Church 
Ministries to partner withthe Soul Repair Center of Brite Divinity Schoo! inthe development of 
resources for use by our miltary chaplains, VA chaplains and in local congregations to express 
compassionate care and a healing ministy to veterans and their families. 


‘The other strong change came in the next paragraph which inthe streamined language read 


Be italy resolved thatthe Twenty-ninth General Synod ofthe United Church of 

06 cist chtongs to martes and loa churches ofthe Uned Cru oft to 
‘serve veterans with healng care beyond established medical and miliary protocols 
and seek ways to welcome our veterans home, through warship, fafowship, pastoral 
ccare and advocacy to reintegrate them in our communities, and help to bring peace to 
veterans, thei families and the worl. 


‘There was one minor amendment approved, and with a total of 776 votes cast, the resolution 
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was approved by 99.2 percent ofthe delegates. 


| was overwhelmed with joy that the UCC had done this, being a Cold War and Vietnam-era 
veteran, and one whose father and father in-law were both World War il veterans. The moderator 
then called on all veterans on the delegate floor to stand and be recognized. The delegations 
‘were mast gracious in thei thanks to all the veterans, Only ane resolution, caling for an 
‘ecumenical relationship between the UCC and the United Church of Canada, received a higher 
approval vote, at 99.7 percent 


Upon reflection, | had looked forward to serving with this committee, and my voice, both as a 
\veteran and a member af the Southeast Conference, was heard and noted, in the intensive, the 
‘committee work and by speaking in favor ofthe resolution on the floor of the House. Many 
\vaterans and chaplains spoke with me afterward on Friday and Sunday and in the days folowing, 
‘and we talked at length about the resolution and how we could take it further. 


We were all happy to have once more served to aid other veterans, this time through the work of 


‘our church, 
‘Share ti Facebook Tatar Googe +t Timbre Prtarst—_Lineacin 
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“Down South News” history will soon be available online 


Michael Stroud has been hard at 
‘work sorting through pictures ant 
documents from the history of the 
Southeast Conference and placing 
them online. As part ofthe Project 
666-16 inative, he has scanned 
newsletters and dacuments going 
‘back to the days ofthe former 
Southeast Convention, back in 
1952. Eventually, he plans to 
upload newsletters and transcripts 
up to the present time. 


“Michael has also created a Flickr page containing photos from the Gonferenca archives. Many 
were used in the newsletters that were once published aut of the office. They contain captions 
‘and brief descriptions. He'll continue to add new pictures aver the next few months. 


‘You can take a look at a sample nawsietter here: 
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Down South News, Congregational Chistian Chutches,june 1942 ‘at a. =p 


‘You can take a look atthe Flickr page here. 
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One Response to “Down South News" history will soon be available 
online 
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ust an update, lends .. The aos is going somawial slower on the uploads to 

Internet Azctwas that | would ke, because some of tha tems ara actualy newsletters | 
‘am transcribing from copies that | ablanad fram saurcas other our Conference affoe, namely the 
Congregational brary in Boston. Because, quite cbviousy, | donot have rights to post tems that 
are the property of anotner eat | must reproduce them instead, which is somewhat 
time-consuming. In some other cases, namely inthe 1980s and 1990s, the Conference used 
forrats other than the typical 81/2 x 11" sheets, which means that | cannot ft some of them nto 
‘a conventional home-use scanner. | have to eprodice several yeas’ worth as a consequence. 
So your patlence fs requested, and | promise that it wl be worth the wal 


‘Once these areal uploaded, Chris Lyman- Waldron, our Conference Commuricatans Director, 
‘and | wil probably begin carving a “history corer" featur that wil ink to newsletters from $0, 
26, and 10 years bafore the particular month. you ara searching for a particular tem from your 
‘church that might hava been published, | recommend downloading the manth’s sue and looking 
itup. One of these days, ater Project 66-16 proper has concluded, | hope to comple an index of 
al the articles, but | do nat have time for that now, 80 fel rae to explore Internet Archive ans 
‘enjoy the tls of igging. Entor “Southeast Conference ofthe United Church of Crist inthe 
‘earch ine for best resi 


Flickr updates wil key happen in spurts, as | have time ta propery cxganize and idently persons 
In the photos. Since | do aot aways have tha information about the identity of persons, | ask 
people ta remain courteous and, possbl, to inform me thay can identify certain peogto. With 
your help, Project 66-16 can more fully tell about our great hertage toa new generation. And 
Piston is sti being wetter as we spaak, so ask any questions by amaling me at 
‘michattstraudebelisouth nat 
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Welcome Randy Hyvonen — our new Interim Conference 
Minister! 


andy is a native of Montana and has spent mast of his ite 
Inthe Midwest and Northwest, except for time at Vander 
Divinity School in Nashwile, He and his wife, Karen, wil sete 
Ina ternporary quarters in Aanta after celebrating the 95th 
birthday of Karen's father in Seattle. Randy wil start work in 
the Conference on July 24. (Actual, he's already meeting 
With staft and handing some urgent business by telephone.) 
He already has plans to visit our new church statin 
Pensacola his fst weekend “on the job. 


Please jin with the Board and me in welcoming Randy to 
the diversity, char, and energy of the Southeast 
Conference. 


Jim Crabb, Moderator ofthe Southeast Conference 


Rev. Hyvonen has the folowing ressage to all of us in the Southeast Conference: 


Im ery pleased o be caled to sve as your tri Conference Mitr unt you cal 
66s basonaecConteence Minster, Having atended Vane Cnty Schoo om 


7is3n3 1220 PM 
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11969-1973, | foe! that in coming to serve among you | am also reconnecting with parts 
‘of my own faith journey (and fariy history ~the fst of our 3 children was bom in 
Nashville). And I feel addtional ties with you: your previous Conference Minster, the 
late Roger Knight, succeeded me as the pastor of the inner cty church I served for 10, 
years in Cleveland, then reid to Uplands, where Karen and | have aclitional fiends 
‘we've come to know aver my years of ministry in the wider UCC. 

| nape that my experience of diverse minisvias aver large geographies will ba 
bboneficial for you as we "bridge the gan" together. And I rust that as we work 
‘together, God wil callus not only to uphold al that has been good about yaur history 
but also to grow in now ways! 

~ Randy 
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\We are saddened to share the news of the death of Fager Knight on May 22nd. Roger served as 
cconfararice minister of the Southeast Conference from the fall of 1988 to the spring at 1995. Ha 
is survived by his wife Bath, and four chitren, Stevan, Geatrey, Enc, and Leanne. Roger and 
‘Both have beon residents of Uplands Vilage, Pleasant Hil, TN, since 2009. They have been very 
active in the fe of Uplands vllaga. The memedal sevice wil be held on July 13th at Spm at 
Pleasant Hil Community Church. Condolences may be sent to Mrs. Beth Knight, PO Box 426 
Pleasant Hil, TN $8578, 


Fger's ministry in the Southeast Conference was distinguished by a number of compliments 
With the assistance ofthe United Church Board for Homelands Ministries, Roger brought 
‘administrative order to the Conference and restructured the staff to be deployed by porto 
rather than geographicaly, He led the frst capital campaign in the history of the Conference, 
Visions '95, in conjunction withthe 25thanniversary of the Conference. He led the conference in 
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developing Evangelism Institutes, and brought UCC concerns for racial justice, women's rights, 
‘and progressive values more full into the fe ofthe Southeast Conference. During Roger's 
ministry the Conference moved its offices from the basement af Central Congregational UCC, 

into Mid-Town where the offices continue to be located today. Conference 

Minister Tim Downs said “Roger Knight set in place the foundation upon which the renewal of the 
‘Southeast Canference has been built. Without his vision and courage, the ministries that have 
taken root inthe last twenty years would not have been possible, This Conference owes Roger 
Knight a deep debt of thanks.” Following his ministry in the Southeast Conference Roger Knight 
went on to become pastor of Euclid Avenue Congregational UCC in Cleveland OH, from which 
he and Beth rated to Pleasant Hil, 


‘Born in 1933, Roger Knight was ordained in the Eau Cizire Association ofthe Wisconsin 
Conference in 1959. He served as a new church start pastor in Wisconsin, then continued 
‘ministry in various settings ofthe UCC, regionally and nationaly for 25 years, before coming to 
the Southeast Gonferance. 
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One Response to Remembering Roger Knight 


Mary Ruth June 24, 201901744 on 6 


‘Memorial Srvce for Roger Knight is Saturday, July 18, 2018, at 8pm at Peasant Mi 
(Community Church, Peasant Hil, TN. 
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David Sigmund and Jay Greaves Married at General Synod 


oes JAC Members o he Southeast Conference 
delegation were proud witnesses this 


‘past weekend to the ways that Gad is 
sil speaking in love! On Sunday, June 
30, David Sigmund and Jay Greaves 
\were married during General Synod 
2013 in Long Beach, Cal. Rev. David 
Sigmund, who was a Member of 
Discernment at Kirkwood UCC in 
Atlanta and is now the pastor of pastor 
of Seaside Community UCC in Long 
Beach, said, "We didn't want to wait. 
We want to lve into this realty that aur Stilspeaking God is creating in our midst.” 


ev. Susannah Davis, pastor of SEC congragation Kirkwood UCC, co-oficiated the service with 
minister and LGBT activist Fev. Mel White of Long Beach. Full of both warmth and prophetic 
vole, the wadding was canductad via a flash-mab style ceremony on the second lavel of the 
Long Beach Conference Genter and was witnessed by members of the news media as well as a 
throng of General Synod participants cheering and singing from the floor below. The service took 
place just days after the United States Supreme Court returned Proposition 8 tothe state of 
CCalfomia and the Sth District U.S. Court of Appeals lifted the hold on same-sex weddings. 
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David Sigmund and Jay Greaves Maried at General Syno. htp-iwww.secuce orgidavid-sigmund ay greavas-wedding! 


David and Jay have been together 10 years. While they had already embraced the stance af their 
UGC faith community, which affrmed marriage equality in 2005, “The validation and legal 
recognition of our relationship is incredible,” said David. 


You can see more pictures fram the wedding on the Kirkwood UCC website by cicking here. 


lf you'd tke to send well wishes to the couple please write them a message in the comments, 
below. 
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